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THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN: JEWISH MEMOIRS FOR FICTION READERS 
 

 

Memoirs by Favorite Novelists 
 
Roth, Philip. The Plot Against America. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. (fiction) 
Roth, Philip. The Facts; A Novelist’s Autobiography. Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 1988. (memoir) 
Also: Roth, Philip. Patrimony. Knopf Doubleday, 1996.  
 
Chabon, Michael. The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay. Random House, 2000. (fiction) 
Chabon, Michael. Manhood for Amateurs: the Pleasures and Regrets of a Husband, Father, and 

 Son. Harper, 2009. (memoir) 
 
Oz, Amos. Panther in the Basement. Harcourt, Brace, 1997. (fiction) 
Oz, Amos. A Tale of Love and Darkness. Harcourt, 2004. (memoir) 
Also, Halkin, Hillel. A Strange Death: A Story of Betrayal, Vengeance and Memory within a Jewish 
Village in Old Palestine. Public Affairs, 2005. (memoir) 
 
Singer, Isaac Bashevis. Gimpel the Fool and Other Stories. Reprint, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. 

 (fiction) 
Singer, Isaac Bashevis. In My Father’s Court. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1966. (memoir)   
Also, Singer, Isaac Bashevis. More Stories From My Father’s Court. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2001.  
 (memoir) 
 

Families with Issues—Memoirs 
 

Albert, Elisa. The Book of Dahlia. Free Press, 2008. (memoir) 
Roiphe, Anne. 1185 Park Avenue. Free Press, 1999. (fiction) 
Also, Roiphe, Anne. Epilogue. HarperCollins, 2009. (memoir) 
 
Hochschild, Adam. Half the Way Home: A Memoir of Father and Son. Viking, 2005 (1986). 

 (memoir) 
Cohen, Rich. Sweet and Low: A Family Story.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2006. (memoir) 
 
Traig, Jennifer. Devil in the Details: Scenes From an Obsessive Girlhood. Little, Brown, 2006. 

 (memoir) 
Gornick, Vivian. Fierce Attachments. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005 (1987). (memoir) 

 
Historical Fiction and Memoirs 

 
Antin, Mary. The Promised Land. 2001 (1912). Modern Library. (memoir) 
Calof, Rachel. Rachel Calof’s Story: Jewish Homesteader on the Northern Plains. Indiana Univ.  
 Press, 1995.  (memoir) 
 
Suberman, Stella. The Jew Store. Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 1998.  (memoir)   
Cohen, Edward. The Peddler’s Grandson: Growing Up Jewish in Mississippi. Univ. Press of 

 Mississippi, 1999. (memoir).  
 
Bernstein, Harry. The Invisible Wall: A Love Story that Broke Barriers. Ballantine Books, 2007. 

 (memoir)   
Cook, Ida. Safe Passage: The Remarkable Story of Two Sisters Who Rescued Jews from the 

 Nazis.  Harlequin, 2008. (memoir)   
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Goldreich, Gloria. That Year of Our War.  Little, Brown, 1994. (fiction)   
Dworkin, Susan. Miss America, 1945: Bess Myerson and the Year That Changed Our Lives.  
 Newmarket Press, 1987.  (memoir)   

 

Life as a Soldier, Life in Wartime—Fiction and Memoirs 
 
De Rosnay, Tatiana. Sarah’s Key. St. Martin’s Press, 2007. (fiction)   
Beer, Edith Hahn and Susan Dworkin. The Nazi Officer’s Wife: How One Jewish Woman Survived 

 the Holocaust. Rob Weisbach Books/Morrow, 1999. 
 
Franks, Lucinda, My Father’s Secret War. Miramax Books, 2007. 
Gies, Miep. Anne Frank Remembered: The Story of the Woman Who Helped Hide the Frank 

 Family. Simon & Schuster, 2009.    
 

Multicultural Memoirs 
 

Shepard, Sadia. The Girl From Foreign: A Search for Shipwrecked Ancestors, Forgotten Histories 
 and a Sense of Home. Penguin Press, 2008.  (memoir)   

Hakakian, Roya. Journey from the Land of No: Girlhood Caught in Revolutionary Iran. Crown,  
 2004. (memoir) 
 

Lagnado, Lucette. The Man In The White Sharkskin Suit: My Family’s Exodus from Old Cairo to  
 the New World. New York: HarperCollins, 2007. 
Agosin, Marjorie. The Alphabet in My Hands: A Writing Life. Rutgers Univ. Press, 2000. (memoir)  
Also, Aciman, Andre. Out of Egypt. Reprint, Picador, 2007. (memoir) 
 
 

Gentle Reads/Women’s Fiction/Chick lit 
 

Lansky, Aaron. Outwitting History: The Amazing Adventures of a Man Who Rescued a Million  
 Yiddish Books.   Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill, 2004. (memoir) 
Crystal, Billy. 700 Sundays. Warner Books, 2005. (memoir) 
Ehrlich, Elizabeth. Miriam’s Kitchen. Viking, 1997. (memoir) 
 
Morris, Bob. Assisted Loving: True Tales of Double Dating With My Dad. HarperCollins, 2008. 

 (memoir) 
Cohen, Amy. The Late Bloomer’s Revolution: A Memoir. Hyperion, 2007. (memoir)   
 
 
 

This is just the beginning!  
For more about memoirs, see http://areadersplace.net 
 
 
 


